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February  22d,  1851.  £ 

To  the  Honorable  Daniel  Webster, 

A  Citizen  of  the  American  Union: 

Dear  Sir  : — -The  day  on  which  this  letter  is  dated 
ought  to  remind  every  American  of  his  duty  to  his  coun¬ 
try.  I  shall  endeavor  to  discharge  mine  by  addressing  to 
our  countrymen,  through  you,  a  proposition,  which  has 
for  its  object,  the  perpetuity  of  our  Union,  and  the  count¬ 
less  blessings  which  grow  out  of  it.  I  have  long  been  of 
opinion  that  one  of  the  best  modes  of  keeping  alive  the 
spirit  of  freedom  is,  by  a  constant  recurrence  to  the  time 
and  circumstances  which  gave  birth  to  it. 

I  have  never  doubted  that  the  annual  celebration  of  our 
National  Independence,  and  the  publicity  thereby  given  to 
it,  has  done  as  much  to  prevent  encroachments  upon  our 
liberties,  as  all  other  causes  together.  If,  therefore,  it  be  so 
important  to  celebrate,  annually,  our  National  Indepen¬ 
dence,  how  much  more  so,  ought  it  to  be,  to  commemo¬ 
rate  our  National  Union  ? 

For,  although  our  Independence  was  purchased  by  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  the  Nation,  yet  of  what  avail  would 
it  have  been  without  our  Union  ?  Our  Independence  was 
the  corner  stone  upon  which  our  Union  was  founded,  and, 
together,  they  have  elevated  us,  from  a  feeble  band  of  Col¬ 
onies,  to  be  one  of  the  most  powerful  Nations  upon  Earth. 
To  preserve  and  to  perpetuate  that  Union,  I  would  re¬ 
spectfully  suggest  to  our  fellow-citizens,  the  propriety  of 
annually  celebrating,  throughout  the  Union ,  the  adoption  of 
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the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner 
as  they  now  celebrate  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Such  a  celebration,  would  tend  to  cherish  and  keep  alive 
our  attachment  to  the  Constitution  and  to  properly  appre¬ 
ciate  the  multiplied  blessings  which  How  from  it. 

It  is  not  surprizing  that  it  should  be  thought  necessary 
to  set  apart  a  few  days  in  the  year,  to  remind  men  of  their 
duty  to  their  country  ;  when  we  reflect  that  the  Almighty, 
in  compassion  to  our  infirmities,  has  set  apart  one  day  in 
the  week,  that  we  may  be  reminded  of  our  duties  to  HIM. 
If  the  Sabbath  were  abolished,  Christianity  would  not 
long  survive  it;  and  when  we  cease  to  hold  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States  in  veneration,  its  funeral  knell 
will  soon  be  sounded. 

From  the  Journals  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confedera¬ 
tion,  it  appears  that  a  Resolution  passed  that  Body,  on 
the  13th  of  September,  1788,  officially  announcing  that 
the  Constitution  had  been  ratified  by  a  sufficient  number 
of  States,  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  the  resolution  also 
fixed  the  day  to  commence  proceedings  under  the  new 
Constitution.  It  would  therefore  appear  appropriate  that 
the  13th  of  September  should  be  annually  set  apart  as  a 
National  Jubilee,  throughout  the  country,  in  honor  ot  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The 
present  year  would  seem  particularly  appropriate  to  com¬ 
mence  that  celebration.  The  great  end  and  object  of  all 
the  anniversaries  in  our  country,  from  that  of  the  Decla¬ 
ration  of  Independence,  down  to  the  birth  day  of  an  in¬ 
dividual,  is  to  cherish  and  keep  alive  the  recollection  of 
times  and  events,  which  are  considered  blessings  by  those 
who  celebrate  them.  And  what  greater  blessing  has  been 
confered  on  the  world,  since  the  introduction  of  Christi- 
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anity,  than  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States?  It  is 
a  living  monument  of  the  capacity  of  man  for  self  gov¬ 
ernment,  and  its  peaceful  operation  points  out  the  great 
secrect  why  our  Republic  has  succeeded,  and  all  others 
have  substantially  tailed.  Our  success  and  their  failure 
may  be  explained  in  a  few  words.  With  us,  however 
warmly  an  election  may  have  been  contested,  as  soon  as 
the  result  is  known  the  minority  promptly  and  peacefully 
submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority  and  return  to  their  va¬ 
rious  occupations  and  pursuits  in  life.  Whereas  in  France, 
South  America,  and  elsewhere,  as  soon  as  an  election  is 
over,  and  the  majority  is  seated  in  power,  the  minority 
forthwith  commence,  either  by  fraud  or  violence,  to  over¬ 
throw  them,  and  the  sword  soon  becomes  the  arbiter. 

No  Constitution,  however  wisely  framed,  can  produce 
any  practical  benefits,  until  the  people  for  whose  welfare 
it  is  ordained,  learn  the  first  lesson  of  Constitutional  Gov¬ 
ernment,  and  that  is  that  the  majority  must  govern,  or  all 
tree  Constitutions  must  perish.  For  upwards  of  sixty 
years  our  Constitution  has  stood  the  test  of  peace  and 
war,  and  has  afforded  more  security  for  life,  liberty  and 
property,  than  any  other  Government  which  human  fore¬ 
sight  ever  devised,  or  human  wisdom  ever  enacted.  Not¬ 
withstanding  all  these  benefits,  and  all  these  blessings,  we 
.are  told  (what  I  cannot  credit)  that  there  are  men  amongst 
us  who  would  scatter  to  the  winds  this  fair  fabric  of  free¬ 
dom,  and  trample  in  the  dust  that  glorious  star  spangled 
banner  which  has  so  often  waved  victorious  upon  the  land 
and  floated  triumphant  upon  the  deep.  The  principal 
cause  of  the  difficulties  which  now  agitate  the  country,  at 
.both  ends  of  the  Union,  grows  out  of  a  misconstruction 
given  to  the  Constitution,  with  regard  to  State  sovereign- 
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ty.  If  these  Parties,  who  advocate  the  modern  doctrine 
of  State  Sovereignty,  would  cast  their  eyes  upon  Germany, 
they  would  there  see  some  of  the  blessings,  growing  out 
of  it.  They  would  there  see  a  great  Empire,  laying  in  the 
very  centre  of  Europe,  extending  from  the  Rhine,  to  the 
frontiers  of  Russia,  with  a  fertile  soil — noble  Rivers — a 
large,  industrious  and  educated  population  and  all  the  other 
elements  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation ;  and  what  is  her 
condition  and  past  history  ?  Cut  up  and  divided  into  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  different  Principalities  and  Powers.  Dis¬ 
tracted  by  family  feuds  amongst  their  Rulers — torn  to 
pieces  by  factions,  each  jealous  ot  the  other — every  gen¬ 
eral  peace  in  Europe,  changing  masters — One  of  the  lar¬ 
gest  of  the  States  giving  the  law  to  the  others,  who  for  a 
long  period,  were  but  little  better  than  Colonies  of  Aus¬ 
tria, — then  partly  allied  to  France  by  the  Confederation 
of  the  Rhine.  Thus,  has  this  great  Empire,  for  want  of 
Union  among  the  States  which  compose  it,  been  constantly 
changing  Rulers,  and  for  ages,  engaged  in  wars,  in  which 
the  Country  had  no  interest,  and  the  people  no  sympathy. 

These  are  some  of  the  blessed  fruits,  growing  out  of  the 
modern  doctrines  of  State  Rights.  If  the  Germanic  States, 
which  compose  the  Empire,  had,  at  one  period  of  their 
history,  formed  such  an  Union  as  ours,  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  a  portion  of  their  Sovereignty  to  a  National 
government,  they  might  have  formed  one  of  the  most 
powerful  Nations  in  Europe. 

But  that  day  is  now  past — 'gone  forever.  At  present,  it 
would  be  hopeless  to  attempt  to  unite  such  hetrogenious 
materials.  Such  an  union,  now,  would  contain  within 
itself,  the  seeds  of  its  own  dissolution. 

Efforts  were  recently  made  in  Germany,  to  patch  up  a 
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sort  of  confederation,  but  even  that  totally  failed.  And 
what  would  be  our  fate,  if  so  dreadful  a  calamity,  were  to 
befall  our  Country  and  the  World  as  a  dissolution  of  our 
Union  ?  It  would  be  utterly  hopeless,  ever  to  expect  a  re¬ 
union.  To  form  such  an  Union  again,  we  might  just  as 
well  expect: 

{!  To  turn  the  Sun  to  Ice  by,  fanning  it.” 

I  was  in  the  North  of  Europe,  on  commercial  business, 
when  Napoleon  invaded  Russia.  I  recollect,  at  that  time, 
having  heard  this  anecdote.  It  was  then  well  known, 
that  Tallyrand,  had  long  been  out  of  favor  with  the  Em¬ 
peror.  Knowing  however,  that  he  intended  to  invade 
Russia,  Tallyrand  had  an  interview  with  Napoleon,  and  it 
was  said,  gave  him  this  laconic  advice: 

“  N’  eveillez  pas,  V  Ours  du  Nord.” 

Awake  not  the  Northern  Bear. 

Napoleon  disdained  to  follow  that  advice,  and  the  disas¬ 
trous  consequences,  which  grew  out  of  the  invasion  (some 
of  which  came  under  my  own  eye)  can  never  be  effaced 
from  the  records  of  human  history — an  invasion,  which, 
in  the  brief  space  of  about  six  months,  between  war  and 
the  elements,  swept  from  the  earth,  nearly  half  a  million 
of  human  beings,  including  the  losses  of  both  the  con¬ 
tending  parties.  And  one  of  the  subsequent  consequences 
of  that  invasion,  not  the  least  remarkable  was,  that  the 
modern  Csesar  himself,  died  an  exile  and  a  prisoner  upon 
a  sea-girt  Rock. 

If  there  be  any  of  my  countrymen  (which  I  cannot  be¬ 
lieve)  who  would  rend  asunder  the  golden  girdle  of  the 
Constitution,  I  would  supplicate  them,  in  the  name  of  pa¬ 
triotism  and  humanity,  to  pause,  before  they  adopt  any 
measures  which  in  their  consequences  might  lead  to  un- 
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chain  the  Tiger,  anarchy,  for  lie  might  prove  fiercer  than 
the  Northern  Bear.  We  should  do  well,  to  keep  in  mind, 
that  one  man  may  set  elements  in  motion,  which  millions 
afterwards,  cannot  control. 

I  have  no  personal  motive  in  addressing  to  you,  this 
letter,  I  want  nothing  more  from  the  government  than 
that  Protection,  which  my  allegiance  and  my  birthright, 
entitle  me  to  claim.  Nor  do  I  presume  to  enlighten  you 
in  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  for  if  Sir  Isaac  New¬ 
ton  were  upon  the  earth,  I  should  as  soon  undertake  to 
instruct  him  in  the  mechanism  of  the  Heavens.  But  I  ad¬ 
dress  this  letter  to  the  public,  through  you,  because  I  have 
long  since  been  satisfied  that  you  have  done  more  to  im¬ 
press  upon  the  minds  of  the  People  of  the  United  States, 
a  proper  sense  of  the  just  value  of  the  benefits  and  bless¬ 
ings  of  the  Constitution,  than  any  other  man  in  the  Coun¬ 
try,  since  the  days  of  Madison  and  Hamilton.  I  say  this, 
without  intending  in  the  remotest  degree  to  disparage  or 
detract  from  the  merits  of  any  one  of  that  patriotic  band 
of  Statesmen,  living  or  dead,  whose  public  services,  have 
reflected  so  much  honor  upon  themselves,  and  shed  so 
much  renown  upon  the  Country.  It  may  be  thought  pre¬ 
sumptuous  in  an  individual,  who  has  never  had  any  thing 
to  do  with  public  life ;  but  who  has  passed  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  in  the  affairs  of  commerce  (or  business 
growing  out  of  it)  to  undertake  to  give  advice  about  pub¬ 
lic  affairs. 

The  Rev.  Sidney  Smith  says,  that  in  England  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  highly  impertinent  in  any  man,  who  has  not  an  in¬ 
come  of  from  two  to  three  thousand  pounds  a  year,  to  un¬ 
dertake  to  give  advice  about  public  affairs.  In  our  happy 
country  however,  where  the  Eagle  suffers  the  little  bird  to 


sing — where,  in  the  recent  language  of  our  present  pa¬ 
triotic  Chief  Magistrate,  “  no  man  is  above  the  law  but 
where  liberty  and  law,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  still  con¬ 
tinue  to  march  hand  in  hand,  every  man  has  an  undoubted 
right  to  express  his  opinions  upon  public  affairs  ;  more 
particularly,  upon  a  subject,  which  not  only  involves  the 
happiness  of  the  present  generation,  but  the  fate  of  unborn 
millions. 

I  could  wish  to  see  inscribed,  in  letters  of  gold,  over 
the  door  posts  of  every  Legislative  Hall  in  the  Union,  and 
written  upon  every  Banner,  a  sentiment  expressed  at  a 
public  dinner,  recently  given  in  Wilmington,  to  Delaware’s 
distinguished  and  patriotic  Son,  which  was  in  these  words 
“  The  Sovereignty  of  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the 
Union,  over  every  other  human  Power.”  Praying  that 
you  may  long  live  to  enjoy  for  yourself,  the  rich  blessings 
which  you  have  so  faithfully  labored  to  perpetuate  to  our 
common  country, 

I  remain,  with  the  highest  respect, 
your  friend  and  very  ob’t  servant, 
JOHN  CONNELL. 

UNITED  STATES  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED. 

Saturday,  13th  September,  178S. 

Whereas,  t he  Couve ntion  assembled  in  Pniiadelphia,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  21st  of  February,  17SS,did,  on  the  17lh  of  September  in  the  same  year, 
report  to  the  United  States,  iu  Congress  assembled,  a  Constitution  for  the  people  of 
the  United  States;  whereupon,  Congress  on  the  28th  of  the  same  September,  did  re¬ 
solve  unanimously  :  •*  That  the  said  report,  with  the  resolution,  find  letter  accompany¬ 
ing  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the  several  Legislatures,  in  order  to  be  submitted  to  a 
convention  of  delegates,  chosen  iri  each  State,  by  the  people  thereof,  in  conformity 
to  the  Resolve,  of  the  Convention,  made  and  provided  in  that  case,”  and  whereas,  the 
Constitution  so  reported  by  the  Convention,  and  by  Congress,  transmitted  to  the  sev¬ 
eral  Legislatures,  has  been  ratified ,  m  the,  manner  therein  declared  to  be  svjficient  for 
the  establishment  of  the  same,  and  such  ratitication,  duly  authenticated,  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  by  Congress  and  are  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  that  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  next  be  the  day  for  appointing  Elec¬ 
tors  in  the  several  States,  which,  before  the  said  day,  shall  have  ratified  the  said  Con¬ 
stitution  ;  that  the  first  Wednesday  in  February  next,  te  the  day  for  the  Electors  to 
assemble  in  their  respective  Stales  and  vote  lor  a  President ;  and  that  the  first  Wed¬ 
nesday  in  March  next,  be  the  time,  and  ihe  present  seat  of  Congress,  (New  York)  the 
place  for  commencing  proceedings  under  the  said  Constitution. 


